But the discussion in the following two acts is not about " it,''
the misery of the rich people presented in the first act. Heart-
break House, written in 1913, paints the picture of British society
on the eve of the First World War. Written thirteen years after
the Treaty of Versailles, Too True to be Good presents in the
form of an excessively disquisitory play, the impact of the war
on society. A representative group of men are chosen; a demo-
bilised " Sky-pilot" and a discharged military nurse, are the prize
specimens representing the evil effects of war and the subsequent
unemployment on human character. An army sergeant and
an intellectual, who is the father of the Burglar-preacher, break
their hearts over the spiritual uncertainty, created by the war.
The war itself, and the irony of military glory are pictured before
our eyes in the persons of Col. Tallboys and Private Meek.
Aubrey is a farcical figure. He is a Positive character in that he
faces all the facts of life and sets an intelligent course in life. In
this respect, he is like the Positive characters in the earlier plays.
He subscribes to their gospel of getting on;
Aubrey.
If I become an honest man I shall become
a poor man; and then nobody will respect
me: nobody Mill admire me; nobody will say
thank you to me. If on the contrary
I am bold, unscrupulous; acquisitive, success-
ful and rich, everyone will respect me,
* tlttire me, court me, grovel before me.
Then, no doubt, I shall be able to afford
the luxijry of honesty. I learnt that from
my religious education.1
And he gives his, plan of life:
Aubrey.
/ shall spend another six years on the
make, and then I shall retire and be a
saint............
1.   Too True to be Good, p. 1159. 2.e.
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